APR Statement on the Potential Impact of PEF on PET Recycling

The recent announcement by Synvina, a Joint Venture of Avantium and BASF based in the Netherlands,
regarding commercial production of PEF, a new polyester condensation polymer, has led to industry
discussion regarding the potential impact on traditional PET polyester used for making bottles, sheet, and
films for packaging.
Following the interim approval of the European PET Bottle Platform (EPBP), The Association of Plastic
Recyclers (APR) and North American plastic recyclers would like to verify the claim that up to 2% of
Synvina’s PEF would be compatible in the existing PET recycling stream.
The APR recommends the following evaluations:
•
•
•
•
•

Impact on FDA and Health Canada compliance for blends of low levels of PEF in recycled PET.
Impact of beverage and food packaging made with PEF in states that have deposit legislation.
Educational opportunities for Materials Recovery Facilities on strategies for sorting packaging
made with PEF.
Creating new Model Bale Specifications to include allowed levels of PEF.
Further testing to confirm whether low levels of PEF can be blended into recycled PET (RPET)
without a negative impact on processing of RPET, as well as the leading products made from
RPET including bottles, thermoforms, strapping, sheet, textile and carpet fibers.

“We appreciate the fact that Synvina has shared their information with the industry. It is encouraging to
have preliminary evidence that PEF might be included in the PET recycling stream at low levels. APR will
be conducting further testing with Synvina to determine levels of compatibility with PET recycling over
the next several months,” stated Steve Alexander, President of APR.
Patrick Schiffers, CEO of Synvina, confirms: “We are committed to contributing to a circular economy
with high barrier packaging from Synvina's bio-based PEF. The EPBP interim approval in Europe is a
major milestone for us and we will continue to work closely with our partners to further assess PEF's
recyclability and the compatibility with the PET stream.”
###

The Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR) is The Voice of Plastics Recycling®. As the international trade
association representing the plastics recycling industry, membership includes independent recycling
companies of all sizes, processing numerous resins, as well as consumer product companies, equipment
manufacturers, testing laboratories, organizations, and others committed to the success of plastics
recycling. APR advocates the recycling of all plastics. Visit www.PlasticsRecycling.org for more
information.

Synvina is a Joint Venture of Avantium and BASF, located in Amsterdam. Operating a pilot plant in Geleen,
the Netherlands, Synvina produces and markets furandicarboxylic acid (FDCA) from renewable resources
on pilot plant scale and markets the new polymer polyethylenefuranoate (PEF). Please find further
information at www.synvina.com.

